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Understanding Sociology 21 INTRODUCTION In this unit we introduce you to basic concepts in sociology.
These concepts include that of society itself. The social group is discussed, as it is basic to society.
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NORMS: concepts and behaviors that constitute the normal. Behavioral rules or standards for social
interaction. These often derive from values but also contradict values; sometimes derives from statistical
norms but often not. Serve as both guides and criticisms for individual behavior.
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A valuable guide to both teachers and students." - Bryan S. Turner, Presidential Professor of Sociology,
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